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SPECIAL MEETING OF THE SUFFOLK CITY SCHOOL BOARD 

Wednesday, September 22, 2021 ~ 6:00 P.M. 

City Hall, 442 W. Washington Street, Suffolk, VA 23434 

 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, this meeting was held while practicing social distancing. 

               

Board Members Present: 

Dr. Judith Brooks-Buck, Chair 

Phyllis Byrum, Vice Chair 

Karen Jenkins 

Linda Johnson 

Lorita Mayo 

Tyron Riddick 

Sherri Story 

 

Administrative Staff Present: 

Dr. John B. Gordon III, Superintendent 

Wendell M. Waller, School Board Attorney 

Tarshia L. Gardner, Clerk 

               

OPENING OF THE SPECIAL BOARD MEETING 

The special meeting was called to order by Chair, Dr. Brooks-Buck. Dr. Buck welcomed eve-

ryone to the meeting and asked all to wear their mask while attending the meeting. She asked 

all to follow CDC guidelines while attending the meeting.  

 

Dr. Brooks-Buck made the following announcements: 

 A retraction of the article in the Suffolk News Herald was requested as the article 

contained errors. She pointed out that she and Dr. Gordon were not charged with any-

thing and of the three items submitted by the accuser, two of them were dismissed by 

the judge. However, this was not reported in the article.   

 The FOIA Council’s opinion in the matter will be made available for anyone request-

ing it. 

 When the school board is conducting a meeting in the Council Chamber, it is the re-

sponsibility of the Board Chair to conduct the meeting in an orderly and respectful 

manner and rules of conduct is expected to be followed by all in attendance.  

 

PUBLIC WORK SESSION: 
 Budget Priority for the Capital Improvement Plan 

o It was indicated that the order of the priorities listed were not changing (Major 

Systems, Operations, JFKMS, NSES, CCAP, FGMS, EFES, JYMS, KSES, 

NPES, NRHS Addition). 

o Dr. Gordon and his staff were to look at the numbers and make recommendations 

that coincide with the funding approved by City Council covering the next 10 

years.  

o It was highlighted that although NSES has earned the distinct honor of being rec-

ognized nationally as a Blue-Ribbon School, it is still on the priority list and the 

goal is have facilities which enables students to achieve academic success by 

providing buildings that are up to date and in good condition.   
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o It was also indicated that completion of the SPS priorities had been pushed back 

by City Council after the February 3rd meeting to 2027, however, there is an ur-

gent need for some of the projects to be done immediately as many of the build-

ings have conditions that are possibly hazardous. 

o Dr. Brooks-Buck asked the Board if they would prefer Dr. Gordon and his staff to 

add in the amounts based on the totals that the City promised to fund SPS for 

these projects? 

o Dr. Gordon stated that the staff was concerned with the proposal from the board at 

last month’s meeting regarding the total amounts per year. As an example, he in-

dicated that for FY 2022-2023 the amount was $29 mil, whereas for FY 2026-

2027 the cost was $93 million which is a huge difference between the years mak-

ing it almost impossible for City funding. Therefore, it was recommended that the 

Board, leaving the list in its current order, but to possibly shift the years which the 

projects would actually occur. This would provide a greater opportunity for the 

City to be able to fund the projects. 

 

Discussion/questions were addressed by Members and Dr. Gordon and his team.  

 

Member Riddick moved, and Member Jenkins seconded the motion to move forward and 

have the staff give us their recommendations.    

 

Upon a roll call vote, the vote was: Aye: 7  /  Nay: 0  /  Abstain: 0. The motion Passed. 7 to 0. 

 

The Board Chair highlighted the following: 

o If these priorities were completed, SPS warehouse would finally be finished and the 

property at Freeney Avenue, and the Driver property would no longer be needed.  

o The Board is not trying to hold on to these properties and to relinquish them would be 

a plus for the City and for Suffolk Schools.  

o She asked all to support the Rebuild America Act which will assists with rebuilding 

schools across America and that along with working together with the City, these pri-

orities can be completed.  

o Dr. Brooks-Buck thanked everyone for attending. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business or questions, Board Chair Dr. Brooks-Buck adjourned the Spe-

cial School Board Meeting of September 22, 2021 at 6:27 p.m.1 

 

 

 

              

Dr. Judith Brooks-Buck, Board Chair  Tarshia L. Gardner, Board Clerk  
 

                                                 
1 The Special School Board Meeting on September 22, 2021 was adjourned at 6:27 p.m. Post-meeting, an additional 

discussion related to if the meeting could be re-opened in order to determine the date for SPS staff to present their 

recommendations to the school board. The School Board was advised that they could not re-open the meeting without 

sufficient notice to the public. No transaction of public business occurred during this period. 


