Ordinances 23/24-21

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 2, ARTICLE 8, SECTION 2-8.1
ENTITLED “EARLY APPEARANCES; SUFFOLK COMMUNITY
DEFINED; FIVE MINUTES AND NOT LESS THAN THREE MINUTES FOR
PRESENTATION; WHEN MORE THAN FIFTEEN SPEAKERS” OF THE
POLICIES OF THE SUFFOLK CITY SCHOOL BOARD — FIRST
READING AND ADOPTION

BE IT ORDAINED, by the School Board of the City of Suffolk, Virginia that
Chapter 2, Article 8, Section 2-8.1 entitled “Early Appearances; Suffolk Community
Defined; Five Minutes and not less than Three Minutes for Presentation; When
More than Fifteen Speakers” of the Policies of the Suffolk City School Board, be,
and the same is hereby amended as follows:

Section 2-8.1. Early Appearances; Suffolk Community Defined; Five Minutes and
not less than Three Mmutes for Presentatron When More than Fifteen Speakers —
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Board. At any regular meetmg of the School Board open to the qener_lpubllc any
member of the Suffolk Community may address the School Board on matters pertaining
to services, policies and affairs relating to the School Board or Suffolk Public Schools, or
they may submit their remarks in writing to the Clerk of the School Board. The agenda
item entitled “Early Appearances” pertains to those items listed on the School Board
agenda for which no public hearing has been scheduled and members of the public
Suffolk Community have expressed a desire to publicly express their views. The total
amount of time set aside during the public meeting of the School Board for Early
Appearances shall be limited to a total of forty-five (45) minutes.

The “Early Appearance” and “Late Appearance” portion of the meeting of
the School Board is considered a limited public forum. Members of the Suffolk
Community are afforded an opportunity to voice any concerns they may have to
members of the School Board regarding services, policies, and affairs of the
School Board or Suffolk Public Schools. Any person attending a public meeting of
the School Board must not engage in disorderly, disruptive, or boisterous conduct,
such as, but not limited to, making noise, use of profane language or obscene
gestures, yelling or similar demonstrations that interrupts or disturbs the peace and
good order of the meeting. Any member of the Suffolk Community who would like
to appear and speak before the School Board must complete the online Request
to Speak form and submit the completed form to the clerk of the School Board.

B. The term member of the Suffolk Community includes any: (1) person residing in
the City of Suffolk; (2) parent or legal guardian of a child enrolled in Suffolk Public Schools:;
(3) business owner licensed to conduct business in the City of Suffolk; (4) person who




owns real property in the City of Suffolk; (5) employee of Suffolk Public Schools; and (6)
student enrolled in Suffolk Public Schools.

B. Each person participating under this agenda item shall be permitted no more than
five (5) minutes and no less than three (3) minutes for the purpose of presenting their
views. Presentations shall be addressed to the entire School Board, rather than to an
individual School Board member. Individuals shall not be allowed to give all or part of their
five minutes to other speakers. The chair is responsible for the orderly conduct of the
meeting and shall rule on such matters as the appropriateness of the subject being
presented and length of time for such presentation. At the conclusion of a speaker's
remarks, any member of the School Board who desires further information, is allowed to
address the speaker but only with permission of the chair.

C. If there are more than fifteen (15) persons to be heard under this agenda item, the
first fifteen (15) who notified the Clerk of the School Board of their desire to speak before
the School Board as required by Board Policy Section 10-5.1 will be allowed three (3)
minutes each to make their presentation. When fifteen (15) speakers have spoken or
when the forty-five (45) minutes allotted for Early Appearances has expired, any
remaining speakers who expressed an interest in speaking under the agenda item entitled
“Early Appearances” will be allowed to speak under the agenda item entitled “Late
Appearances” or they may submit their remarks in writing to the Clerk of the School Board
to be read during Late Appearances. Any person desiring to be heard under “Early
Appearances” must netify complete the online Request to Speak form and forward to the
Clerk of the School Board after the release of the regular meeting agenda to the public,
but no later than 12:00 noon on Wednesday preceding the day of the regular School
Board meeting. (Adopted: October 13, 2005; Ordinance Number 05/06-2, Effective Date:
January 1, 2006; Adopted September 8, 2016; Ordinance Number 16/17-5; Effective
Date: July 1, 2017; Ordinance 20/21-10: Revised January 14, 2021)

Legal Authority — Virginia Code §22.1-78 (1950), as amended.

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that all phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs,
subsections, sections and chapters of the School Board’s Policy Manual not amended or
repealed shall remain in full force and effect.
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Approved as to form and content:
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Wendell M. Waller, Esquire
School Board Attorney




